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We Christians understand the importance of faith.
We cannot be saved apart from faith in the Person of Jesus
Christ as the Son of God, in His atoning death and the
cleansing power of His shed blood. We believe in our
hearts what God’s word declares, and we confess our faith
by the words of our mouth, leading to salvation.

God’s word declares that there are three things
which abide, or remain. These are faith, hope and love,
with love being the greatest (1 Corinthians 13:13). Salva-
tion began as a result of God’s love for us, a love that sent
His Son to die for our sins. His love for us will never pass
away!

What is the significance of abiding hope? Men hope
for many things such as success, good health, prosperity,
etc. Multitudes of unsaved people hope to go to heaven
when they die. Such hope is only wishful thinking when it
is not united with saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Faith and hope abide together.

Facth and %ﬁe

Although they are related, there is an important dis-
tinction between faith and hope. The Greek word for faith,
PISTIS, is derived from a root word meaning “to per-
suade” of “to have confidence.” Faith is a firm inner con-
viction based on hearing and believing what is recorded in
the word of God. Saving faith is believing what Christ has
done for us (Romans 10:9-10).

Hope on the other hand, is believing what scripture
declares that Christ is doing, or will do, for us. Hope re-
fers to those things that we will receive in the future. The
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Greek word for hope, ELPIS, expresses an expectation
or anticipation of good from God (2 Corinthians 1:10; 1
Timothy 4:10). Christ is the object of our hope, the One
upon whom our hope is fixed. He is the God of hope.

Both the past as well as the future are important to
the children of God. The past is all that Christ has
achieved for us in His death, burial and resurrection.
The future are the rewards and inheritance that God
has promised to His children.

A mature believer has both faith in the atonement
of Christ, as well as personal hope that is anchored in
the promised glories that are to come as the purpose of
God is fulfilled in the church.

Everything in salvation begins and ends with faith.
We are saved by faith, and we have faith for the future
fulfillment of all that we are promised in salvation.

Now faith is the assurance (or substance) of
things hoped for, the conviction (or reality) of
things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1)

Our hope is fixed on these future promises that
are yet to be fulfilled. Hope only concerns the invisible
unfulfilled reality of our faith. If we can see that which
we hope for, then we don’t have Biblical hope.

For in hope we have been saved, but hope that
is seen is not hope; for why does one also hope
Jor what he sees? (Romans 8:24)

It is the process that is between the “start’ and the
“finish’™ of one’s faith where hope becomes important.
Abiding hope is our strength for enduring and our abil-



ity to stand firm in the promises of God for those things
which we cannot yet experience.

For example, we look forward to the blessed hope,
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Christ Jesus (Titus 2:13). When Christ, who is our life,
is revealed then we also will be revealed with Him in
glory. The gospel promises us that we can gain the glory
of our Lord (2 Thessalonians 2:14). This promise lies
ahead of us. When the Lord returns in glory, we will be
caught up to meet Him in the air, and He will transform
the body of our present humble state into conformity
with the body of His glory. We shall receive glorified bod-
ies that are like His! This will prepare us to rule and
reign with Him in His kingdom; a glorious hope of our
salvation.

How does hope sustain and help us to endure so
that we can inherit the wonderful promises of salvation
that pertain to the future? There are two important an-
swers to this question.

1. All the promises will be fulfilled by Christ.
Therefore we are to fix our hope completely on the grace
of God that is extended to us in these future revelations
of Christ. We must keep our eyes on Him.

Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep
sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the
grace to be brought to you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:13)

2. We are to recognize and cultivate the “first fruit”
of what we have already received of our future prom-
ises. Whatever we are yet to receive will be based on the



presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit. He is our hope of
glory!

... God willed to make known what is the riches
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,
which is Christ in you the hope of glory. (Co-
lossians 1:27)

We have been born again to a living hope because
of His presence and life within us. Hope is more than
simply believing God’s word; it is also an inner spiritual
foretaste and expectation of the glorious life we will ulti-
mately have in God. Hope provides strength to endure
until we are glorified. We can exult in hope of the glory of
God. The key focus is Jesus Himself and His life within
us. Consider the following ordered development of
hope as expressed by Paul in his epistle to Rome (Ro-
mans 5:1-5.

* Justification by faith, leading to peace with God
 Introduction to divine grace

» Tribulation develops perseverance

* Perseverance leads to proven character

* Proven character gives rise to hope, a hope that
does not disappoint because God’s love is
poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit

Thus, faith, hope and love abide together.

Now may the God of hope fill you with joy and
peace in believing, that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans
15:13)



The following scripture is an excellent expression
of hope.

And though you have not seen Him, you love
Him, and though you do not see Him now, but be-
lieve in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inex-
pressible and full of glory. (1 Peter 1:8)

The reality of our hope will endorse our witness
for Christ to the unsaved; they must desire what they
see in us.

But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, al-
ways being ready to make a defense to everyone
who asks you to give an account of the hope
thatisinyou. . .. (1 Peter 3:13)

We are challenged to hold fast the confession of
our hope without wavering (Hebrews 10:23).
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We are fearfully and wonderfully made. The Lord
created man with three component parts, or building
blocks, to his being. These are body, soul and spirit!. At
man’s creation, God breathed spirit, the essence of His
own being, into the earthen body, and man was created
as a living soul. The soul contains the will, mind and
emotions. It is alive because of the presence of spirit (or
heart) which is where Christ dwells once the person has
been born of the Spirit. It is also the place where char-
acter is developed.

Faith and hope play important roles in protecting
the sanctity of a believer’s mind and heart. For example,



the armor that God provides for His people includes the
breastplate of faith and love to cover and protect our
heart from unbelief, unrighteous thoughts, as well as
accusations and condemnation from Satan. In addi-
tion, the armor includes a helmet, the hope of salvation,
to protect one’s mind from evil and carnal thoughts,
false teaching and human reasonings.

But since we are of the day, let us be sober, hav-
ing put on the breastplate of faith and love, and
as a helmet, the hope of salvation. (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:8)

The foremost act in putting on these two pieces of
armor is to be devoted to reading and meditating on the
word of God. Scriptures that are made alive to us, if
possible, should be committed to memory. The helmet
that covers our mind is effective when we focus on these
scriptures that pertain to the future; not on the chronol-
ogy of events, but on the substance of what Christ has
promised to us. We are to confess our hope in these
promises, share them with others, speak often to one
another; they should always be in our thoughts. John
expressed this emphasis as follows:

Beloved, now we are the children of God, and it
has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We
know that when He appears, we shall be like
Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. And
everyone who has this hope _fixed on Him, pu-
rifies himself just as He is pure. (1 John 3:2-3)
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We are called to fulfill the purpose of God in our
generation. As we seek to know and fulfill the hope of
our calling, we must recognize that it will be anchored
in God’s purpose for the end of this age. Again, hope
points us to the future as we prepare our hearts to serve
Him.

There is a twofold emphasis to our call; diversity
and dependence. We are not lone-rangers and we are
not clones. Each of us is unique in our service, but we
serve in the unity of a spiritual body where we need and
depend upon one another. Every believer is called to
walk and serve within this relational identity.

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord entreat you
to walk worthy of the calling with which you
have been called, with all humility and gentle-
ness, with patience, showing forbearance for one
another in love, being diligent to preserve the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is
one body and one Spirit, just as you are called
in one hope of your calling. (Ephesians 4:1-4)

The reality of “one body” will only take place when
believers recognize and submit to Christ as the head
over all things to the church. He must become the su-
preme center of emphasis!

To walk worthy of our call requires personal hu-
mility, gentleness and patience. We can no longer put
down or speak disparagingly about others in the body
of Christ. We will love and pray for them, we will seek
for the peace of God in our mutual witness for Christ.



Even when we don't find believers with faith for
such unity, we are to keep our hope fixed on God’s pur-
pose for the church. He is going to renew and restore
His body. Christ is going to be manifest as head over His
church. The emphasis of organization will be replaced
by the organism of divine life in the body of Christ. This
is our hope!

Through the glory that He will bring forth on His
people, He will gather in a great harvest of souls from all
the nations (Isaiah 60:1-7). Jesus has prayed that this
will take place. Since His prayer is certain to be an-
swered, we can look forward to its future fulfillment as
a promise from God. Our expectation is to see the glory
of God shine forth and bring unity to His people.

The glory which You have given Me I have given
to them; that they may be one, just as We are
one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be
perfected in unity, so that the world may know
that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You
have loved Me. (John 17:22-23)

When God created the earth and made man in His
image, He declared that what He had accomplished was
good. However, when Adam sinned, he broke fellowship
with God and lost the glory with which he had been
clothed. In addition, creation, which had been under
Adam’s oversight, came under Satan’s evil influence.

Nevertheless, there was hope. God subjected crea-
tion to futility (emptiness) in the hope that one day it
would be set free from corruption and regain the glory
of God’s children. Creation’s freedom from sin and cor-
ruption is linked to man’'s freedom from sin. Restora-



tion is what the purpose of God for the end of this age is
all about. A restored church, the bride, followed by a re-
stored creation; what a wonderful hope!

For the anxious longing of the creation waits ea-
gerly for the revealing of the sons of God. For the
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly,
but because of Him who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself also will be set free
Jrom its slavery to corruption into the free-
dom of the glory of the children of God . . . .
Even we ourselves groan within ourselves, wait-
ing eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemp-
tion of our body. . . . But if we hope _for what we
do not see; with perseverance we wait eagerly
Jor it. (Romans 8:19-21, 23, 25)

There is great need for hope in the days ahead.
The purpose of God will be accomplished in times of
great darkness and spiritual warfare in the world. Law-
lessness, terrorism and deception will increase in a
God ordained environment for maturity, for the church
will face tribulation, persecution and martyrdom (Ro-
mans 8:17-18; 2 Corinthians 4:17).

Hopelessness will mark those in the world, while
glory will rise upon the church, upon those who have
laid hold of the hope set before them.

This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a
hope both sure and steadfast and one which en-
ters within the veil (i.e. into the presence of God).
(Hebrews 6:19)



The harvest will be gathered in, Satan will be cast
out of heaven?, the tares will be removed, and the right-
eous will shine with the glory of God as the Lord returns
for His bride.

This is the hope of our calling!
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